news

Spring 2010

®

Message from the
Executive Director
Spring is here and we are well
on our way to the largest pool
of advocates in our program’s
history. We successfully trained
and recruited 61 new volunteers
in the first quarter and have
two additional training classes
coming up in the summer and
fall.

Spring’s Call to Action
Giving Children a Voice
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month and an opportunity to
raise awareness about issues surrounding child abuse and
neglect and engage our community members in the ongoing
effort to keep children safe.
The work of CASA volunteers is crucial to preventing child abuse
and ensuring that children live in safe, permanent environments
where they can thrive. Studies have indicated that children with
a CASA volunteer are less likely to languish in long-term foster
care, more likely to receive needed services and less likely to
reenter the foster care system.
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In the last year our volunteers
contributed 13,451 hours
of service and it looks as if
this remarkable number will
be surpassed by the end of
2010. We are continuing our
program development in the
areas of educational advocacy,
transitional age youth, children
of incarcerated parents and a
new collaboration with C2BU/
Courage House to serve and
support children rescued from
sex trafficking.
Sacramento CASA has grown
in staff as well. We hope you’ll
join us in welcoming the new
members to our team; Kathy,
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Executive Director (Cont.)
Kymberly, Steve and Kanisha.
Each of these individuals brings
a wealth of experience and
enthusiasm to our important work.

Randee Sandlin, Esq. − President
Dreyer Babich Buccola & Callaham
Dave Chambers − Vice President
Suede Blue Steakhouse
Matt Hooper, Esq. − Secretary
Bullivant Houser Bailey PC
Mary Bellefleur − Treasurer
Coldwell Banker
Benush Venugopal
Deloitte Consulting
John McIntyre
McGeorge School of Law
Abdon Manaloto, DDS
A+ Dental Group
Brent Boothby
Maria Montessori Charter Academy
Daniel A. King, Esq.
King Watersradt
Donna Sauter, CPA
Deloitte
Carol Noreen, Esq. Ex Officio

CASA Staff
Carol L. Noreen, Esq. − Executive Director
Leslie Beltran, JD − Program Manager
Astrid Boehm − Case Manager
Katie Sherlock, JD − Case Manager
Lupe Grimaldi − Case Manager
and Volunteer Recruiter
Steve Kempster, MSW − Case Manager
Kathy Stone-Takai, MPPA − Training & Special
Projects Coordinator

Kymberly Loya − Development Coordinator
Kanisha Mothershed − Program Assistant

Thank you to the many individuals
and businesses that provide
in-kind and financial support to
Sacramento CASA. Our success is
made possible by your investment
in our program and the children
we serve. I’m honored to highlight
the generosity of National CASA,
the Office of Juvenile Justice and
Delinquency Prevention (OJDDP),
The Sacramento Superior Court,
The Sacramento Superior Court
Justice Fund, The Sacramento
Law Foundation, Nordstrom, SD
Deacon, Ronald McDonald House
Charities of Northern California,
Soroptimists, and In-N-Out Burger
Foundation for their support
through grants totaling $166,000.
There is still a lot of work to
be done, but we have great
momentum and hope you will
join us in our mission to provide
effective advocates for children
in need.
Stand up for a child, so they stand
a chance.
–Carol

Thanks to the Sacramento
County Court Appointed Special
Advocates (CASA) program,
the sorors of the Eta Gamma
Omega chapter of Alpha Kappa
Alpha Sorority, Inc., are having
the time of their lives sharing
their leisure time with some
very special students. After
completing training in 2008,
the sorors were each paired
with an individual student.
The sorors and students first
met on December 6 at the
Charles A. Jones Skills and
Business Center. First time
meeting anxiety was quickly
overcome as the participants
engaged in ice-breaker and
team building exercises. Later
that month, the sorors took
the students to the Freedom
Sisters Exhibit at the Central
Library, ice skating and lunch
on K Street Mall. One of the
students said that she was
“surprised that she enjoyed the
skating and was so good at it.”
The monthly activity in January
2009 found the group engaging
in a communication exercise
which focused on interpreting
body language. With the
arrival of Black History Month
in February, the group had a
follow up writing activity
and a fun time playing
a black history trivia
game. The students
were also feted to a
trip to the Black Expo
and were overcome
continued on page 7 >>
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< Sacramento CASA Team

AKAs Shine As Special Advocates

Board of Directors

Vital Life
Documents
for
Emancipating
Youth

Our sincere thanks go out to Diane Brandt and Susan
Rothstein of the Captio Corporation for their generous
donation of 166 CollegeCases worth over $3000.
Captio creates “organizers with a twist” – part book, part file,
all in a custom case. Each organizer focuses on a life stage or
activity – with advice, tips and custom storage for paperwork
and personal information. Captio’s founders established the
Community Partners Program to help improve the chances of
college success for underserved students.

by Kathy Stone-Takai

Although California law requires that emancipated youths be given vital
life documents essential to their future development, many youths are
leaving foster care without them. We plan to distribute the organizers
to CASA volunteers and their youth to provide a central location for this important information. Our goal is to
assist in the development of independent and emancipated youth by providing vital life documents in an easily
accessible location.
The short term impact of the project is that youths will have the necessary documents to obtain healthcare,
housing, employment, secondary and post-secondary education. The long term impact is that youth will be
more self sufficient, more reliant on their own resources, and less reliant on government programs. We appreciate this donation for what it will accomplish for our foster youth.

Kathy
Stone-Takai
Training & Special
Projects Coordinator

My experience at CASA has
opened a brand new vista for me.
Working with the dedicated staff
and volunteers has truly inspired
me to work on behalf of children/
youth that are in the foster care
system. After having graduated
from the University of California,
Davis, majoring in Political Science, with a minor in Community
Development, I went on to graduate school. While pursuing my
Master’s degree in Public Policy
and Administration at California
State University, Sacramento, I
sought an internship with CASA,
because I was so impressed with
their mission.

Since serving as an intern, I
have increased my admiration
for the vital work CASA staff
and volunteers are performing. Being the mother of two
teenagers, and having grown
up with six brothers, one of
whom I am a conservator, I
understand the obligations of
advocacy. In my new capacity, I
look forward to assisting CASA
in further facilitating and enhancing services to vulnerable
children in Sacramento County
who are desperately in need of
advocacy.
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Spring’s Call to Action
Excerpts from National Foster Care Month Website >
In 2006, the US Department of Justice Office of the Inspector General
(OIG) conducted an audit of the National CASA Association, as required
by Congress.
Some of the highlights of the audit:
1. Children with a CASA volunteer are substantially less
likely to spend time in long-term foster care, defined as
more than 3 years in care: 13.3% for CASA cases versus
27.0% of all children in foster care.
2. When a CASA volunteer was involved, both children and
their parents were ordered by the courts to receive more
services. The audit concluded that this was an indication
that “CASA is effective in identifying the needs of
children and parents.”
3. Cases involving a CASA volunteer are more likely to be
permanently closed than cases where a CASA volunteer
is not involved. The statistics vary from only 1.4% of
children with a CASA volunteer reentering the CWS (CASA
Data Request) to 9% of CASA
children reentering the CWS (Youngclarke Review). This is
in contrast to 16% for children not served by
a volunteer.
4. Children with a CASA volunteer are more likely to
be adopted and less likely to be reunified with their
parents than children not assigned a CASA volunteer.
The audit explains this finding as the result of CASA
volunteers serving on typically the most serious cases of
maltreatment and therefore cases where children are less
likely to be reunified with
their parents.

“It takes all of us, everyday people, to stand up and commit
to making a meaningful difference in the lives of abused and
neglected children. And it starts very simply with one volunteer at a time. By becoming a CASA or guardian ad litem volunteer, you become a hero to a child who needs you most.”
– Judge Glenda A. Hatchett
Former Family Court Judge/Presiding Judge of Syndicated Courtroom TV Series
National CASA Spokesperson and Celebrity Advocate
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May is National Foster
Care Awareness
Month and a time to
acknowledge the needs
of our children and
youth in foster care:
THE MAGNITUDE: Currently,
nearly half a million children
in the United States are in
foster care because their
own families are in crisis and
unable to provide for their
essential well-being. Reports
of abuse and neglect have
already increased in some
areas of the country due to
the difficult economic times
and are expected to rise
as the economy worsens.
In addition, there are an
estimated 12 million alumni
of foster care in the U.S.
representing all walks of life.
THE NEED: No matter their
age, all youth in foster
care need a meaningful
connection to a caring adult
who becomes a supportive
and lasting presence in their
lives. Without families or
stable relationships, too many
of these formerly neglected
and/or abused children and
teens will end up facing life’s
challenges all alone.
THE FACES OF FOSTER
CARE: Child welfare issues
arise in families of every

Giving Children a Voice (cont.)
race, ethnicity, culture, and age
group. Even though research
shows that there is no difference
in the incidence of abuse and
neglect according to racial group,
children of color comprise a
disproportionate percentage of
youth in foster care.
THE CONSEQUENCES: Research
shows that young people who
age out of foster care are far
more likely than their peers
in the general population
to endure homelessness,
poverty, compromised health,
unemployment, incarceration and
other adversities.
THE PRIORITY: Older youth are
in most urgent need of attention.
Nearly half of the young people in
foster care are over the age of 10.
Each year, 26,000 young people in
the United States age out of foster
care, most without the appropriate
resources, family connections,
skills or options they will need to
live healthy adult lives.
THE FUTURE: If nothing changes
in the United States between now
and the year 2020:
 Nearly 11 million children
confirmed cases of abuse
and neglect will be reported;
 18,000 children will die of
abuse or neglect;
 7.2 million children will
experience the foster care
system;
 240,000 youth will age
out of foster care with
inadequate support,

resources, family
connections, skills or options
to compete in the workforce
and build successful lives.
THE SOLUTION: Children and
youth in foster care are capable
of overcoming the repercussions
of previous neglect and/or abuse.
Those aging out of the system can
become successful, productive
adults when provided with
educational opportunities, career
training and emotional support.
With supports, most families can
address the challenges which
caused their children to be placed
in foster care so that they can be
safely reunited with parents or
relatives.
Across the country, people just like
you are:
 Raising their voices to
educate federal and state
public policy leaders on the
issues facing children and
families.
 Serving as foster parents,
relative caregivers, mentors,
advocates, social workers
and volunteers.
 Sponsoring scholarships
enabling foster youth to go
to college and trade school,
as well as professional
internships to prepare them
for the workplace.
 Encouraging their employees
to volunteer their time
as mentors, professional
coaches, and role models
for foster youth or young
families with children in
foster care.

 Donating gift cards, school
supplies, household gifts
and other items to brighten a
young person’s life in foster
care.
 Collaborating with foster care
agencies to "adopt a social
worker" and provide for the
unique needs of families in
need of services to reduce
the time that children spend
in foster care.
 Volunteer and become a
Court Appointed Special
Advocate!
 Visiting
www.fostercaremonth.org
to find out more about
the many ways to get
involved and make a lasting
difference for America’s
children.
These are just some of the
important facts about children in
foster care, CASA’s effectiveness
and how you can get involved.
Join us for an upcoming
orientation session at the
Sacramento CASA office to learn
more about becoming a Court
Appointed Special Advocate and
at the State Capitol on May 3rd.
Through these opportunities
you can learn about important
programs and services and how
you can make a difference in the
life of a child.
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High School EXIT Exam Exemption
by Greg Geeting, Court Appointed Special Advocate

Is Your CASA Youth Exempt from Passing the
High School Exit Exam?

although the SBE may postpone
implementation to 2013.
In the meantime, urgency
legislation was enacted in 2009
to restore the CAHSEE passage
exemption for most disabled
students taking diploma-track
courses. The exemption took
effect with the current (2009-10)
school year and will remain in
place until the SBE implements
the alternative means or finds that
alternative means are not feasible.

The California High School
Exit Examination (CAHSEE) is
an assessment of minimum
competency in English-language
arts and mathematics. Since
2006, non-disabled students have
been required to pass the CAHSEE
in order to receive a high school
diploma. In most cases, disabled
students—though required to take
the CAHSEE—were allowed to
receive a diploma without passing
the exam in 2006 and 2007.
Disabled students are entitled to
use a variety of accommodations
and/or modifications when
taking the CAHSEE. However, if
a passing score is achieved with
modifications that fundamentally
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alter what is being tested (e.g.,
having literary passages read
out loud or using a calculator for
basic arithmetic), a local waiver is
required to receive a diploma.
In 2008, the CAHSEE-passage
exemption for disabled students
ended. However, in the same
year, the Legislature and Governor
agreed on a long-term plan
calling for disabled students
(under certain conditions) to have
access to “alternative means” to
demonstrate minimum academic
competency. If found to be
feasible by the State Board of
Education (SBE), the alternative
means are to be adopted and
implemented as early as 2011,

If your CASA youth is in high
school, has been unable to
pass the CAHSEE, and has an
Individualized Education Program
(IEP) or Section 504 Plan, he or
she may now be exempt from
CAHSEE passage for diploma
purposes. If so, the youth may
have the choice of either taking
“CAHSEE-prep” courses and
continuing to try to pass the
exam, or taking courses that the
youth may find more meaningful
and engaging, such as visual or
performing arts, world languages,
or career-technical education.
For more information, see the
frequently asked questions on
the CAHSEE-passage exemption
on the California Department of
Education website at
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/hs/
cahseefaqexempt.asp

Census 2010 Outreach Efforts

1 - 2 - 3, Don't Forget
to Count Me Because
If I Am Counted,
Everyone Wins
The U.S. Census Bureau takes a
census of the population every
10 years. Everyone who lives in
a household should be counted
including babies, children and adults regardless of nationality, citizenship
status, race, age or gender on April 1, 2010.
As such, Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority, Inc., formed a Committee to
ensure that the city of Sacramento's children has a complete and
accurate census count. We will be focusing on educating hard-to-count
populations including pre-school children, foster youth, CASA Children
and African American males about the importance of the census.
Many people worry that the information they provide for the census
could be used against them. However, census information is completely
confidential. It is never shared with other government agencies, including
the IRS, the office of immigration or the FBI. Sharing census data is a
federal offense. So spread the word, tell a friend and don't forget
census 2010!
Sacramento CASA is pleased to
announce that we have been
chosen as one of the ten Non-profit
Associates for Hope Productions
Foundation's Walk N Rock for Kids
(www.walknrock.org) 5K fundraising
event this May 30, 2010.
Through this event we hope to raise
upwards of $30K to benefit the
children in our community. Please support us by starting a walk team,
joining a walk team or by donating via sponsorships.
For more information contact: Kymberly Loya (916) 875-3010 or
kymberly@sacramentocasa.org

with excitement to take pictures
with a Barack Obama stand up
poster!
March took a turn toward
academia and the students
were given information on testtaking strategies, and language
vocabulary. They also practiced
public speaking, which made
one student remark how much
she “enjoyed speaking in front of
her peers.”
Other outings have included:
nature walks at the Cosumnes
River Preserve, a trip to R Kelley
Farms where the students were
entranced by seeing “vegetables
actually growing,” as well as a
tour of Sac State. While visiting
the computer lab at Sac State,
one of the students remarked
that she “thought college would
be boring,” but visiting the
computer lab changed her mind.
While they’ve had many exciting
and fun outings together, the
highlight seems to have been
the live production of The Lion
King at the Memorial Auditorium.
It was so much fun that one of
the students felt that the only
thing that could top it “would be
a trip to Disneyland.”

AKAs Shine As Special Advocates (cont.)

Alpha Kappa Alpha's Counting
All Children Matters
Complete Count Committee

Sacramento CASA and AKA have an
ongoing collaboration through the Every
Special Person (ESP) Project to provide
advocacy and mentorship for children
of incarcerated parents. To date, these
volunteers have contributed over
800 hours of community service and
educational support for these children.
The mission of ESP is to break the
cycle of inter-generational incarceration
of African American children in our
community. Please contact Leslie
Beltran at (916) 875-6385 if you would
like to learn more about serving as a
CASA within this project.

Page 7

Imagina que tienes siete
anos, con miedo, no
tienes a nadie en quien
confiar y lo que es peor,
las personas que deben
cuidar de ti no lo hacen,
nunca están presentes o
quizá hasta te maltratan.
No entiendes por qué. Tus
amiguitos te cuentan de lo rico
que se siente llegar a casa,
del amor que les dan. En tu
caso, no es así. Ahora imagina
que de repente varios extraños
entran a tu casa y te llevan
a un lugar donde no conoces
a nadie, u aunque las cosas
están mal en tu casa, quién
sabe cómo estarán en el lugar
al que te llevan.
No es fácil ponerte en el lugar
de este niño. La sola idea
de no sentirte amado, ya te
resulta dolorosa. Sin embargo,
en el condado de Sacramento
hay más de 5,000 niños que
sufren de abuso, descuido y
abandono.
Debido a esto, no es
sorprendente que muchos de
los niños que se encuentran
yendo de un lugar a otro,
viviendo en diferentes lugares
y deseando encontrar un hogar
amoroso, se conviertan cuando
crezcan en delincuentes
juveniles, adultos criminales
y en el peor de los casos,
hasta cometen suicidio. Pero
no tiene por qué ser así. Tú
puedes cambiar la vida de
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un niño maltratado. Participa
como voluntario bilingüe para la
organización Sacramento CASA
(Court Appointed Special Advocate
o Defensor Especial Nombrado por
la Corte) y conviértete en la vozde
un niño hispano. Como voluntario
de CASA tú representaras a un
niño en el intimidante sistema
jurídico.

¿Cual es el papel de un
voluntario de CASA?
Un voluntario de CASA le
proporciona al juez una
investigación detallada sobre
los antecedentes del niño para
ayudarle al tribunal tomar
decisiones correcta al respecto
al futuro del niño. Cada caso de
ubicación en un hogar es único,
pues depende de cada niño.
El voluntario de CASA vela e
intercede por un niño para
asegurarse de que no se pierda
en el sobrecargado sistema legal.

Los voluntarios de CASA se
enfrentan a algunas de las
situaciones más difíciles
y desgarradoras que nos
podamos imaginar. Y lo
hacen no porque les paguen,
sino porque se preocupan
sinceramente por los niños
más vulnerables de nuestra
comunidad. Los voluntarios
de CASA son de las personas
más fascinantes que puedas
encontrar. Un voluntario
dedica 10 a 20 horas por mes
y es asignando por un año.
El voluntario CASA le brinda
al niño confianza y apoyo.
Participa como voluntario
bilingüe y ayuda a un niño
maltratado.

Llama hoy para más
información sobre
la aplicación y
entrenamiento al
(916) 875-3011 y
ayuda a un niño.

Volunteer Voice

By Dr. Gini Maulfair

When and how do you refer
your CASA child to be evaluated for Special Education?
If your CASA child is acting out
in school and/or in placement,
if your CASA child is with drawing from schoolmates and/
or other people in their placement, you should consider a
Special Education referral.

level. The teacher should have the
child’s current achievement levels
for comparison. Talk to the child’s
caregiver, parent or anyone else
who might have any information.
Review the child’s Cumulative
Record looking for information on
attendance, including reasons for
absences, how many absences
and the presence of a pattern of
absences.

Talk to the child’s teacher
about what the California
Standards recommend as the
appropriate skills the child
should have at their grade

Reasons for low achievement
may be excessive absences, inability to pay attention in class,
lack of academic stimulation
at home, a learning disability,

emotional issues that take
energy away from concentrating at school or a combination of all of these.
If you believe that your child
should be evaluated for Special Education services, write a
letter to the school requesting
an evaluation for both IDEA
and Section 504 eligibility.
Include your observations and
the information you have gathered concerning academic and
emotional/behavioral issues.
The school must respond to
your request within 15 calendar days by sending a permission form and assessment
plan. You must sign the form
and return it to the school
within 15 days to start the
assessment process.

We would like to thank the Soroptimist International of Metropolitan
Sacramento for their generous grant of $1000. This contribution
makes it possible for us to award scholarships to emancipating
foster youth. This program will serve as a pilot project for granting
scholarships to a greater number of foster youth in the future.

by Kathy Stone-Takai

The candidates selected by the committee will have CASA volunteers
who will continue to assist their students in accessing the various
educational opportunities, thus be more likely to succeed. This, along
with CASA’s strong collaboration with many agencies in the county
which directly impact our educational and emancipation programs,
will help place foster youth more on a par with youth who have family
that assist entry into adult life.
The grant demonstrates the concern of the Soroptimist International
for the future success of our emancipated youth. Organizations like
the Soroptimists make it possible for us to carry out our goal of
providing a fair starting point for foster youth, which will enhance their
chances for reaching a successful outcome.
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September 25, 2009, Girls Night
Out - Bunco “Italian Style,”
sponsored by Omega Nu, Kappa
Tau Chapter at St. Michael’s
Episcopal Church. A wonderful
evening of delicious Italian
food and wine, together with
competitive rounds of BUNCO
and fabulous raffle prizes made
for an enjoyable fund raiser. Over
100 guests competed in BUNCO
and came out to support Omega
Nu’s fundraiser for Sacramento
CASA and the Sacramento Crisis
Nurseries.

September 28, 2009 – Deloitte
Fall Classic at Valley High Country
Club – The wonderful folks at
Deloitte and their corporate
partners came out again this
year to play golf, enjoy good
food and raise money for local
charities. Sacramento CASA
and the Sacramento Children’s
Home were two partners in the
event where Deloitte raised over
$80,000 in support of services to
Sacramento’s children.

Barton Gallery, WestAmerica
Bank, Rebecca Friedman, Benush
Venugopal and Lauren Barton for
making this event so spectacular.
Beautiful artwork was donated by
local youth and artists Crawford,
Glen Takai and Orysia Riesen.
This was the most successful year
thus far, raising over $16,000
for the program to support the
work we do for children in the
foster care system. Thank you to
The Undulations for contributing
their fantastic music and to Bill
Obernesser for donating from his
private wine cellar and handling all
the event photography.

October 15, 2009, 3rd Annual
Light of Hope – Thanks to
Deloitte, Michelangeo’s, The

November 11, 2009 –
CASA Swearing In and Thank You
Reception for Judge Kenneth
Peterson. It was a special night,

Congratulations to our new CASA volunteers:

not just for the new advocates and
their families, but for our program.
Our new advocates completed
their training and took their oaths
of service.
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Cindy Bates, Judy Bauer, Sue Breece, Mary Calderon, Bobbie Daniels,
Pat Dyba, Karen Ernst, Debbie Evans, David Fanton, Selina Girard,
Kerri Jones, Margie Leary, Mark Leary, Melissa Lindsay, Dawn LoBaugh,
Kanisha Mothershed, Manda Ness, Ferris Partridge, Mona Sipes,
Adam Yoast.
Not shown: Vanessa Otsuka and Marcia Smith.

When we do the best that we can, we never know what miracle

Sacramento CASA Events

is wrought in our life, or the life of another.” -Helen Keller

When we do the best that we can, we never know what miracle

Peterson retired from the court
on January 26, 2010. During his
11+ years of service in the court,
he oversaw the swearing in of
over 600 CASA volunteers who
contributed over 100,000 hours
of time to support the needs of
formerly abused and neglected
children. Our achievements would
not have been possible without
the support of Judge Peterson.
^ Judge Peterson with Randee Sandlin
presenting award

Sacramento CASA Board
President, Randee Sandlin, had
the honor of presenting Judge
Peterson with a board resolution
thanking him for his leadership
and service to the children of
Sacramento County’s Dependency
and Delinquency Courts. Judge

December 6, 2009 - CASA Holiday
Party for the Kids—sponsored

^ CASA Holiday Party

Sacramento CASA’s 17 th Annual
Crab Feed “ Casaritaville”
January 23, 2010

by Sims Metal Management,
our partner in the Sacramento
Black Chamber of Commerce.
Sims came through with a $1,500
donation to cover all the costs of
the bowling party, pizza and many
gifts for the kids. Over 80 children
and CASA volunteers attended
the event at Fireside Lanes in
Citrus Heights. Thank you to Sims
Metal Management, Cal Expo’s
Fairs and Expositions staff, and
WestAmerica Bank for donating
gift cards and toys. Every child
and teen had a great time and left
with plenty of goodies thanks to
your generous support. It was a
great day and a wonderful way to
celebrate with the kids.

We must be on a roll because
this was the best Crab
Feed ever. The amazing
auction created by Kymberly
Loya boasted tickets from
Southwest Airlines, a time
share vacation rental, lots
of fabulous jewelry and wine
packages, and even a special
basket with autographed items
from Jimmy Buffet.
Our kitchen had everything
under control thanks to the
talents of head chef Jarrod
Faljean of Suede Blue.
Delicious crab, chicken and
rich pasta with sauce were
enjoyed by all. Great tunes
from DJ Dale Chessey of
continued on page 12 >>
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Casaritaville

All Star DJ Group kept
the folks dancing
the night away.
Special thanks to
our event chairs
Mary Bellefleur,
Yvette Woolfolk,
Greg Geeting,
Brent Boothby
and Kymberly
Loya. Together,
we raised over
$32,000 for the
program while
having a great
time.

Thanks to our partners Townsend Raimundo
Besler & Usher, the Law Offices of Dale
Wilson, Sacramento Child Advocates,
Action Coach Linda Bigler, A+ Dental,
Physician’s Weight Loss Center,
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All Star DJ and Southwest
Airlines for generously
contributing to this wonderful
event.
To the many people who
helped out in the kitchen, with
the auction, set-up, service,
bar service and raffle tickets,
THANK YOU!!!!
WE COULD NOT DO THIS
WITHOUT YOUR HELP!!!

February 9, 2010 – Suitcases for
Kids A Benefit for Sacramento
Child Advocates. A reception was
held at McDonough Holland &
Allen with Associate Justice Carlos
Moreno, chair of the California
Blue Ribbon Commission on
Foster Care. Justice Moreno
spoke eloquently of his personal
experiences with foster care and
adopting a child and honored
Sacramento CASA with the SCA
Community Partner of the Year
award.
Congratulations to SCA staff Terri
Ravandi, Cindy Cain and Krystal
Baker, who received outstanding
team member awards from SCA.

Catherine Aimo, Kristen Brewer, Denise Cabelera, Laurie Crosson,
Cynthia Durfee, Danni Hinshaw, Louise Hirsch, Belinda Hurst, Mallory
Johnson, Lydia Leanos, Suzanne Maust, Angelique Marriott, Christine
Najera, Colleen Nicholls, Nichelle Okafor, Amber Pryor, Janel Quayle,
Kristina Rodabaugh, Diane Sansom, Nita Satkowski, Sabrina Schmidt,
Carolann Seeley, Teri Simmons, Amanda Swanson, Christina Watson,
Dianna Wilkinson and Jayne Williams.
Congratulations as well to new CASA board member, Donna Sauter
of Deloitte. New CASAs also sworn-in during April, 2010: Heidi Brewer,
Amber Hammond, Drew Hammond, Betsy Hyder, Dale Shimp,
Sharon Von Bokern and Elena White.
4/29/10 – Lawyers Helping Kids. Sacramento CASA’s 2nd Annual event to
raise awareness and support within the legal community will present Alice
A. Lytle (ret.) Judge of the Sacramento Juvenile Court with the Sacramento
CASA IMPACT Award.

Save the Date

March 18, 2010 – Sacramento's
4,500 foster children have 58
new reasons for hope and help.
Sacramento’s largest-ever Court
Appointed Special Advocates
class – 58 trained volunteers
took their oaths of service at the
William Ridgeway Family Relations
Courthouse. The Honorable
Stacy Boulware-Eurie, Presiding
Judge of the Juvenile Court and
The Honorable Carol Chrisman,
Referee of the Juvenile Court
administered the oaths to these
volunteers, officially activating
them as Court-Appointed Special
Advocates, ready to serve
in Sacramento County. The
volunteers were recruited for
CASA and from our collaboration
with our Courage House. The
group was so large that two
back-to-back ceremonies were
held to accommodate guests and
volunteers.

Congratulations to our new CASAs:
Nicole Aurensan, Violeta Aurensan, Debra Boogaard, Sean Collier, Dawn
Cooks, Marchetta Dycus, Guendalina Faust, Stepahnie Gibbs, Shavotnae
Goldsby-Brooks, Kevin Hennessy, Marjha Hunt, Sharon Jones-Reyes,
Steve Kempster, Michael Key, Stephanie Koenig, Kevin Lettow, Terry
Laicon-Salcedo, Barbara Nakatomi, Harley Ann Sebastian-Lewis, Bob
Shelburne, Heather Skay, Sarah Smith, Donna Stearns, Neil Swift, Diane
Temple, Glenna Wheeler, and Bret Winn

5/30/10 – Walk-N-Rock with Heart and Sammy Hager at Raley Field. Join
us and walk to support Sacramento CASA on the morning of May 30th.
All funds raised will go to supporting and expanding CASA’s services to
local abused and neglected children. Later that night, Hope Productions is
presenting the concert to raise funds and awareness for local children’s
charities. Sacramento CASA is honored to be a 2010 charitable associate
with Hope Productions. For more information, and to sign up
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for Sacramento CASA’s walk teams, go to www.walknrock.org

Community Support
Law Offices of
Dale S. Wilson
Sacramento Superior Court
Justice Foundation
Nordstrom
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Lee Fitzgerald & George Kohn

Our Sincere thanks to our Community
for their generous in-kind supprt

Partners

Grey Horse Photography
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CASA Volunteers Needed!!!
Become a CASA Volunteer and a
Powerful Voice in a Child’s Life.

Sacramento CASA
Upcoming Calendar of 2010 Events
aPRIL 16-19

National CASA Conference

Atlanta, GA

April 29

2ND Annual Lawyers
Helping Kids

Tsakopoulos
Galleria

May 6

Volunteer Orientation

CASA Office

MAy 30

Walk-N-Rock

Raley Field

June 1

Summer Training Begins

CASA Office

June 3-4

Beyond the Bench Conference

San Diego, CA

The number of children in dependency continues to increase and with
over 4,800 children in foster care in
Sacramento County, we need your
help. We are looking for caring and
committed adults in our community
to become advocates for these children. Male, multicultural, bilingual
and couples are especially needed.
We have three training classes
scheduled in 2010. Please contact
our Training Coordinator (916) 8756606 for information about upcoming orientations and to request a
volunteer information packet.
Please see our website for more information: www.sacramentocasa.org

